THE MAN I KNEW

stone, and I received a very kind letter in reply saying that
the King quite understood.

I had an amusing letter from Douglas just after the ist of
April in which he told me how his staff had played tricks
on each other. The Intelligence Officer had been the chief
butt. Also an airman had dropped a large football on the
German lines, with a ticket attached on which was written
"Only the ist of April!!" The football as it floated down
to earth must have created much excitement and made
many German "April fools".

General Lomax had never recovered from the shock he
had received at Hooge Chateau and a very serious operation
was necessary. His recovery, unfortunately, was not ex-
pected, and I was very distressed to hear, a few days later,
the news of his death. My husband too felt his loss very
deeply, for, as I have already mentioned, General Lomax did
noble work for his country during the early days of the war
and he stood very high in Douglas's estimation.

Things seemed much quieter in front of the First Army,
although daily raids had always been part of the programme
to sap forward gradually into the enemy's trenches. I re-
ceived a letter about this time written by Lord Haldane, in
which he expressed his opinion that my husband had done
magnificent work and that his leadership had made a deep
impression everywhere. Lord Haldane also remarked that
he had been told that the German Emperor had recently said
to someone in Berlin that the ist Army Corps, under the
leadership of General Haig, had outshone any other, either
in the East or West. I felt that it was a great compliment to
my husband and his army corps to be thus picked out by
one who could certainly recognise a good soldier, and had
for many years beforehand directed the German preparation
and training for war.

In a letter dated April 24th, Douglas told me of the Ger-
mans having been concentrated round Ypres. They attacked
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